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Please join us for a presentation on how the earliest suburban plats and communities to the south
of Dayton developed under the influence of steam and electric-powered railways. These railways
were important connections between Dayton and outlying communities, especially from the late
1890s through the World War I years. The discussion will focus on the early suburban
development of the farmland south of Dayton, the expansion of Oakwood, interurban “traction”
car service through Van Buren Township (present-day Kettering) and the Dayton, Lebanon, and
Cincinnati Railroad’s connection between the Oakdale and Pasadena plats and the National Cash
Register Company. The extension of interurban service from Dayton into southern Montgomery
County as well as Warren and Butler counties will be described.
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