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This is a presentation on the use of four radioisotopes that Carl Bishop worked with 

during his career as a chemist. Uranium-235 is used in atomic bombs and nuclear reactors. 

Plutonium-238 is used in nuclear batteries. A rather unique use of polonium-210 was to 

poison a former Russian KGB agent. Thorium-232 will also be discussed. 

 

A few individuals associated with these applications will be pointed out. Also interesting 

anecdotes relating to the four isotopes will be given. 

 

Carl Bishop taught chemistry before spending 26 years of his career at Mound. After 

retiring from Mound in 1993 he spent 6 years at Fernald. He then taught math and 

chemistry at Miami University Hamilton on a part-time basis, and is still teaching there. 

 

Carl started bicycling to work at Mound in 1975, and still bicycles to school, as well as 

bicycling “all over the place” in the Cincinnati/Dayton area. 

 

We invite you to attend Carl’s presentation, which will occur on Wednesday evening, 

May 24, 2017, at 7:00 pm at the Mound Science and Energy Museum, 1075 Mound Road, 

Miamisburg, Ohio 45342. The Museum is located directly across Mound Road from the 

historic Adena Indian Mound. For additional details call 937-353-4457. See the MSEM 

web site at www.moundmuseum.com for a map showing the location of the Museum. 

The presentation is free and open to the public and has ample free parking. 

 

http://www.moundmuseum.com/

